
A bill that would make Missouri 
the fourth state to ban Medicaid 
reimbursements to Planned 
Parenthood is on its way to the 
governor. 

On Wednesday, the Missouri 
House in a vote along party 
lines approved legislation to end 
Medicaid reimbursements to any 
health centers affiliated with 
abortion providers. Republicans 
are confident they’ve landed on a 
strategy that will finally stick af-
ter courts struck down two previ-
ous attempts a similar restriction 
through the state budget.

This legislation, originally 
filed by Republican state Rep, 
Cody Smith of Carthage, is near-
ly identical to a bill filed by state 
Sen. Mary Elizabeth Coleman, a 
Republican from Arnold, which 
was blocked by a Democratic fil-
ibuster in February. 

Senate Democrats filibustered 
for more than 11 hours earlier 
this month, arguing that the legis-
lation will harm Missouri’s low-in-
come patients. The filibuster 
was eventually abandoned when 
Republicans agreed to take out 
a provision that also would have 
ended contracts with organiza-
tions founded by eugenicists.

Democrats arguing in opposi-
tion to the bill on Wednesday said 
the state’s health-care safety net 
cannot reasonably support the 
thousands of Medicaid patients 

The city of Blue Springs 
says it will return animal 
control as an in-house op-
eration after its contract 
with the non-profit group 
Pawportunities ends Oct. 
1, citing unspecified le-
gal implications with the 
current arrangement. 

Pawportunities started 
to provide animal control 
services for the city in 
February 2022, and there 
had been short-term con-
tracts before the one-
year extension currently 
in effect. The non-profit 
organization had started 
a few years earlier as an 
animal rescue and adop-
tion operation, and the 

city for years had strug-
gled to keep animal con-
trol officers and thus reg-
ular service. 

Blue Springs Mayor 
Chris Lievsay said the 
legal concerns came up 
during a standard re-
view of contracts, and 
the city was advised in 
late March by legal coun-
sel to not continue with 

Pawportunities, but he 
would not specify the 
legal implications. The 
council discussed the 
matter in closed session. 

“There were no con-
cerns with their perfor-
mance, and we’ve said 
publicly how appre-
ciative we are of their 

While Rev. Anthony 
Mondaine closed the 
ministry he had founded 
several years ago, the 
Restoration Life church, 
First Christian Church 
in Independence was 
seeking a new pastor. 

Restoration Life had 
been conducting ser-
vices in Independence 
First Christian’s build-
ing on Pleasant Street 
next to the Square, 
and as First Christian 
searched for a new 
permanent minister 
Mondaine served as a 
guest preacher several 
times. 

Now, Mondaine is set-
tling into his new role 
as the minister of the 
church that dates back 
to 1835. 

“It’s going quite well. 
The opportunity pre-
sented itself, and it 
was the perfect time,” 
Mondaine said of First 
Christian asking him to 
be minister following a 
March 3 congregation 

vote, as God is the 
“master strategist” and 
helped guide his path. 

“Trust his process. 
Where he guides, he 
provides,” Mondaine 

said, and he said this 
new ministry provided 
another avenue to serve 
people in the commu-
nity, as First Christian 
Church considers itself 

a mission-minded con-
gregation with active 
outreach programs. 

Rep. Aaron McMullen is fighting 
an uphill battle — and he knows it.

McMullen, a Republican from 
Independence, is pushing legisla-
tion that would require Missouri’s 
members of Congress to reside in 
the district they represent.

But there’s one problem: His 
proposal conflicts with the U.S. 
Constitution.

Article 1 Section 2 of the 
Constitution states that to be a U.S. 
representative, a candidate must 
be at least 25 years old, have been 
a U.S. citizen for seven years and 
a resident of the state they seek 
to represent at the time of the 
election. Adding further require-
ments, such as those proposed in 
McMullen’s bill, would go against 
the Constitution.

McMullen’s two-page proposal 
states that beginning in the 2026 

federal elections, a candidate run-
ning to represent a congressional 
district in Missouri must live in 
that district.

The bill further states that if a 
candidate runs for a congressional 
district in which the boundaries 
have not been changed in the past 
24 months, that candidate must re-
side in that district for 12 months 
before the election and for three 
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Blue Springs to shift animal services
Council discusses legal concerns behind closed doors but won’t offer details publicly

By Mike Genet
mike.genet@examiner.net

Mondaine takes on new role in historic church
By Mike Genet
mike.genet@examiner.net

The Rev. Anthony Mondaine introduces himself as the new minister of First Christian Church in a video posted on the church’s Facebook page. 
[PHOTO COURTESY OF BRENT SCHONDELMEYER]

Legislators move 
to cut all Planned 
Parenthood 
funding
Group provides wide 
range of services, but no 
abortions, across Missouri

By Anna Spoerre
Missouri Independent

Constitutional question on the table
Local lawmaker wants members of Congress to live in their districts
Dmitry Martirosov
Columbia Missourian.

State Rep. Aaron McMullen, R-Independence, presents a 
bill in committee in January. (TIM BOMMEL/MISSOURI HOUSE 
COMMUNICATIONS).
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EAGLES EDGE 
CATS IN 
DEFENSIVE 
BATTLE
Knust’s first-half goal holds 
up for Grain Valley against 
Blue Springs
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DEPARTMENT OF 
CORRECTIONS WITHHELD 
DOCUMENTS

Missouri prison agency to pay 
$60,000 for Sunshine Law violations 
over inmate death records as court 
upholds finding that Department 
of Corrections was ‘knowing and 
purposeful’ in refusing to release 
records of inmate who committed 
suicide to his mother
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Grain Valley’s Slaughter breaks
school career scoring record
SPORTS, 1B

Weather

High 19° | Low 10°
Colder with snow. 
Forecast, 2A

Threat to US: FBI director says China has
ramped up hacking, espionage
campaign. Nation & World, 8A

The upper paw

Annie Dear: Rescued cats have run of
the house. 3A
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The National Weather Service says
the total snowfall expected Tuesday and
Wednesday in Eastern Jackson County
is four to 10 inches. The state says the
storm could create “extremely hazard-
ous driving conditions” across most of
Missouri. 

The Weather Service has posted a
winter storm warning that runs through
6 p.m. Thursday for the Kansas City area
and beyond. The NWS statement says
“snow possible and a brief window of
freezing rain” and some places could get
6 to 14 inches of snow as well as a light
glaze of ice. 

More broadly, the Weather Service at
mid-day Tuesday had winter storm

warnings across 11 states – including al-
most all of Missouri – as well as a belt of
other winter weather advisories from
Wyoming to Texas to Vermont. 

The Missouri Department of Trans-
portation urges drivers to stay off� the
roads, if at all possible, during the bad
weather. It says crews will be out around
the clock and working 12-hour shifts –
but also said illness and turnover have

taken a toll on staffi�ng. 
“It may take crews longer to return

roads to a mostly clear status after the
storm ends later this week,” MoDOT Di-
rector Patrick McKenna said in a news
release Monday. MoDOT adds that traf-
fi�c slows snowplows in their work. 

Locally, the storm was expected to 

Area braces for expected heavy snow
Independence Examiner

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SNOW, Page 6A

When a 4.0 magnitude earthquake
occurred Nov. 18 about 4 1/2 miles south
of Williamsville in southeast Missouri,
it was even lightly felt in Columbia.

This was the most severe earthquake
for the region since 1991 and was a
wake-up call for those living in the New
Madrid Seismic Zone, said Jeff� Briggs,
Missouri State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Earthquake Program
manager.

The smallest earthquakes people
generally feel are 2.5 magnitude. Earth-
quakes of 4.0 magnitude can cause
moderate damage, with the largest in
the 8.0 magnitude range, which is what 

A researcher points to seismic data displayed on a computer screen in 2008 in St. Louis. A 4.0 magnitude earthquake in
southeast Missouri last November was a wake-up call for those living in the New Madrid Seismic Zone, says Jeff Briggs,
Missouri State Emergency Management Agency Earthquake Program manager. JEFF ROBERSON/ASSOCIATED PRESS

November temblor a ‘wake-up
call’ to New Madrid Seismic Zone

Charles Dunlap
Columbia Daily Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TEMBLOR, Page 6A

Police arrested a man believed to be
connected to last month's fatal shoot-
ing aboard an Amtrak train in Lee's
Summit. That followed a standoff�
Monday at a Kansas City apartment
complex. 

As of noon Tuesday, no charges had
been announced regarding the Jan. 14
homicide or Monday's incident, in
which the man reportedly pointed a
gun at offi�cers. The standoff� lasted
from about 2:30 to 8 p.m. Monday, po-
lice said, when the man surrendered. 

According to Lee's Summit police,
detectives had tracked the man, con-
sidered a person of interest in the
homicide, to an apartment complex off�
63rd Street just west of U.S. 71 in Kan-
sas City, and they asked Kansas City
police for assistance. When offi�cers
knocked on the apartment door, a
woman answered and the man was
seen inside before the door closed.
When the door reopened, the man al-
legedly pointed a handgun at offi�cers. 

Offi�cers withdrew and called in spe-
cialized offi�cers. After negotiators
talked with the man via phone for sev-
eral hours, the man came outside and
was arrested. 

Police have been investigating the
shooting death of 30-year-old Richie
Aaron of Independence. Aaron was fa-
tally shot while aboard Amtrak's Mis-
souri River Runner train as it stopped
in Lee's Summit, en route to Independ-
ence and then Union Station in Kansas
City. According to a GoFundMe page
set up by Aaron's family to help with
funeral expenses, Aaron was returning
home after work when he was shot. 

The suspect, a fellow passenger,
fl�ed immediately after the shooting,
and police said the few passengers in
that train car heard gunshots but did
not realize a person had been shot.
Aaron was discovered after the train 

Arrest made
in fatal
Amtrak
shooting
Mike Genet
Independence Examiner | USA TODAY NETWORK

See AMTRAK, Page 4A

Independence mayoral candidate
Rory Rowland says he rejects the claims
made in anonymous fl�yer that circulat-
ed in the city this past weekend. 

The campaign fl�yer, which does not
include a funding disclosure – in viola-
tion of Missouri Ethics Commission
election rules – says to “Reject Rory
Rowland” because he is a “Jeff�erson
City insider who wants to put our city
up for sale to the highest bidder,” with

an image of Independence City Hall. 
Rowland, a Democratic state repre-

sentative for seven years, is one of fi�ve
challengers to two-term Mayor Eileen
Weir in the city's primary election next 

Candidate Rowland rejects claims in mailer
Mike Genet
Independence Examiner | USA TODAY NETWORK

See ROWLAND, Page 6A
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work,” Lievsay said 
after he revealed 
the city’s decision 
this week on social 
media, shortly after 
Pawportunities did 
the same. 

“Many of us wish 
other options were 
available to maintain 
what has worked well 
for the past few years, 
but that is just not pos-
sible,” Lievsay wrote 
on social media. 

P a w p o r t u n i t i e s 
co-founder Carrie 
Siems said the orga-
nization has tried to 
learn more about the 
reason for the city’s 
decision. It learned of 
that decision April 15. 

“We have reached 
out multiple times but 
have heard nothing,” 
said Siems, whose son 
Bentley’s passion for 
animals was the gene-
sis of Pawportunities. 

Over the next sev-
eral months, Lievsay 
said, the city will have 
to work out a transi-
tion plan and set up 
animal control to con-
tinue the level of ser-
vice Pawportunities 
had, which was more 
than what the city had 
been able to do in ani-
mal control. 

“The comments we 
had from residents 
was that how we had 
it previously was not 
acceptable,” the may-
or said. “They’ve set a 
standard.” 

The current contract 
calls for monthly pay-
ments from the city to 
the nonprofit for more 
than $317,000 total, 
and Pawportunities 
must have at least one 
officer and one admin-
istrator on call during 

weekday hours. It had 
access to the city’s 
animal shelter. Siems 
said the organization 
has four animal offi-
cers, and it will aim to 
provide more than the 
minimum coverage at 
all times over the next 
few months.  

But now those 

employees might need 
to job hunt, as well. 

“We’ve wanted to 
provide services – 
the animals and resi-
dents in the city need 
our help – and try to 
schedule to maximize 
our ability,” Siems 
said. “It’s definitely 
complicated. 
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K&R TREE, LAWN
& LANDSCAPE

Full Tree Take-Downs, 
Dead Limbs, Cleanups 

& Haul away
•••••••••••

Our Gutter Cleaning
Special Is Back -
Starting at $80
•••••••••••

Also -
Now is the time to

clean up your landscaping 

retaining walls

Call Today!
FREE Estimates

816-286-0233

��������	
�����	���	��
- - - - - - - - - - - - 

��������

������
	��
- - - - - - - - - - - - 
�	
��������	���
- - - - - - - - - - - - 

�����������������������������
������������	�������������		����

	�������		������� 	���� ������������	 ��������
���!������	 ��	�"�
!�	


���������	
�������	���	�������	����	�
�����������	����	����

��	���	���	���	�����������������

�������	
��	�
����������	�	
�������������
#������"���������"	�� 	�����	�����

$������	 �%�	�"�����	��	������"��	������"	�&

��
��
�
�
�
�
	

��

�
�
�
��
�
�
�
�	
�

�
�
�



� Tess 

Moore
• Wallpaper 

 Installation

• Wallpaper 
 Removal 

• Interior Painting

• Insured 

816-509-8998

��������	

�����

�������	
�����������
�������
����������

���������	
�����
���������������� ����
!��"#��
��!"$%��!&�	"�"'�%���"�($)!'��
��������	�
����������
����������������
��	���
����������
����������
����
��������������������������������� ����
������
������!
��"�#���$�����
�����%�������

	��������
	����������
����	�

�������������

��������
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

• Basement Finishes

• Electrical & Plumbing

• Painting & Carpentry

No job too small
Free estimates

Licensed,
Bonded & Insured
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(816) 442-0394

Mature,
Dependable, 

Honest. 
Residential & 

Commercial Lawn 
mowing. 

Call Bob 
for Estimates. 

816-824-7289

9 a.m.–1 p.m.
(or until trucks are filled) 

WALNUT & LIBERTY STREET 
(NEAR INDEPENDENCE SQUARE)

CAN’T MAKE IT
TO THIS EVENT?

For more information on other HHW
disposal options, visit RecycleSpot.org

or call 816-701-8226

COLLECTION EVENT

Household 
Hazardous Waste

This project was funded in part by the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources.

Residents of Independence, Blue Springs, Lake 
Tapawingo, Raytown, Sugar Creek, unincorporated 
Jackson County and other communities in the Regional 
HHW Collection Program may attend this or any of the 
other mobile events free of charge. To find out if you 
live in a participating community visit recyclespot.org 
and click “Hazardous Waste.” ID with proof of 
residency is required.

Accepted materials include: batteries, paint, lawn and 
garden chemicals, automotive fluids, fluorescent light 
bulbs and household cleaners.

HOUSEHOLD WASTE ONLY - NO BUSINESS WASTE
Waste from nonprofits, churches,
home-based businesses
and rental property
owners WILL NOT
be accepted.

SATURDAY, MAY 4
INDEPENDENCE SQUARE

Brought to you by the 
MARC Solid Waste Management District: 

safely disposing of more than 7 million 
pounds of hazardous waste since 1997
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months if the district’s 
boundaries have been 
changed. Before a can-
didate’s name appears 
on the ballot, that per-
son’s residency would 
have to be verified by 
the secretary of state’s 
office, the bill states.

But all of these 
requirements con-
flict with the U.S. 
Constitution, as de-
termined by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 
1995.

In that ruling, 
Arkansas residents 
amended their state 
constitution, seeking 
to limit the number 
of terms members of 
their state legislators 
and their congressio-
nal representatives 
could serve. In a nar-
rowly split decision, 
the Supreme Court 
ruled that putting addi-
tional requirements on 
members of Congress 
is prohibited, and thus 
unconstitutional. The 
ruling invalidated sim-
ilar measures passed 
by 22 other states, in-
cluding Missouri.

“This is going to 

be a long process,” 
McMullen said in an 
interview, adding that 
he and Secretary of 
State Jay Ashcroft’s 
office are working to 
amend some language 
in the bill.

When McMullen first 
presented his bill last 
year, he faced stern 
opposition from Rep. 
Adam Schwadron, a St. 
Charles Republican, 
who called the mea-
sure “blatantly uncon-
stitutional” and said 
he couldn’t support it. 
Last week, Schwadron 
again laid out his argu-
ment for why the bill 
is flawed when it was 
heard by the House 
Elections and Elected 
Officials Committee.

“I understand where 
people are coming 
from,” Schwadron lat-
er said in his office. 
“Unfortunately, I don’t 
want to have to spend 
state money on some-
thing that we 100% 
know will be struck 
down by the courts.”

The question at the 
heart of McMullen’s 
bill is one of repre-
sentation. Specifically, 
whether a candidate 
who doesn’t live in 
a particular district 
should be able to rep-
resent it.

The Missouri 
Constitution lays out 
requirements for 
members of the legis-
lature, which includes 
district residency. But 
the U.S. Constitution 
does not address the 
issue.

“The members of 
the Constitutional 
Convention were fa-
miliar with district 
residency require-
ments, and many of the 
states imposed them in 
state constitutions. But 
they did not choose to 
put them in the U.S. 
Constitution,” said 
Peverill Squire, a polit-
ical science professor 
at the University of 
Missouri. “While many 
Americans might 
agree on requiring dis-
trict representation, it 
could only be mandat-
ed through a constitu-
tional amendment.”

And an amend-
ment is something 
McMullen, a candidate 
for Senate District 11, 
said he is open to.

“I feel like what this 
bill does is start the 
conversation to try to 
look and, you know, 
amend, possibly, the 
(U.S.) Constitution,” 
he said. “Everybody 
agrees with the con-
cept and agrees that 

this is something that 
needs to be fixed. It’s 
just a long and arduous 
process.”

In 1996, Missouri 
residents passed a 
constitutional amend-
ment that sought to 
place term limits on 
members of Congress 
to a maximum of three 
terms for House repre-
sentatives and two for 
senators. The measure 
passed with more than 
57% of the vote but was 
deemed invalid by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 
a 2001 decision.

Opposition to 
McMullen’s bill is 
sparse, with most ei-
ther indifferent as a 
result of the legal hur-
dles still in its way or 
concerned with the 
precedent it might set.

“I get a little bit wea-
ry anytime we start 
confining the require-
ments that are already 
in the federal constitu-
tion,” said Rep. Kevin 
Windham, a Democrat 
from Hillsdale, who 
sits on the House 
Elections and Elected 
Officials Committee.

Windham said the 
bill raises a few red 
flags for him as it re-
lates to placing bound-
aries around certain 
areas of the law.

“The state legisla-
ture draws the lines 
for congressional dis-
tricts. What happens 
when what has seem-
ingly been a practice 
of drawing folks out of 
certain congressional 
districts?” Windham 
said, referring to re-
districting every 10 
years. “It has a little 
bit more of an effect 
when you say that that 
person can’t run at all 
in that district.”

Windham added that 
he thinks there’s a 
clear conflict of inter-
est when the legisla-
ture controls the pro-
cess of both drawing 
the lines for congres-
sional districts and 
narrowing the residen-
cy requirements in the 
U.S. Constitution.

“It puts, at least 
me, in particular, in a 
weird space as far as 
being able to support 
(the bill),” Windham 
said.

Squire said candi-
dates can easily find 
themselves in new dis-
tricts following redis-
tricting, which could 
then place them in situ-
ations in which they’re 
running for a district 
they do not live in.

“District lines shift, 
and candidates may 

not want to move with 
them,” Squire said.

“In urban areas,” 
he added, “the lines 
don’t usually match 
media markets, and 
members may be suf-
ficiently well-known to 
run even if they don’t 
currently live in the 
district.”

It’s been nearly 32 
years since the U.S. 
Constitution has last 
been amended, when 
in May 1992 Michigan 
became the 38th state 
needed to ratify the 
27th Amendment.

Yet despite the slim 
odds McMullen’s bill 
might be facing during 
this legislative session, 
he remains optimistic.

“The journey of a 
thousand miles starts 
with a single step,” 
McMullen said.

And if he some-
how manages to pull 
it off, beginning the 
process of amending 
the U.S Constitution, 
even Schwadron, 
McMullen’s most ar-
dent opponent, said he 
would support it.

“I would vote for 
that,” Schwadron 
said, “I would ap-
prove that, so long as 
it is an amendment 
to the United States 
Constitution.”

MONDAINE
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“My work for the 
community is seri-
ous,” said the pas-
tor, who two years 
ago became the first 
Black person elected 

to the Independence 
School District Board 
of Education. “When 
you think of Anthony 
Mondaine and get to 
know him, you think 
of Christ as his cen-
ter. I care deeply 
about the community 
I live in, and I have to 
serve. I don’t have a 
choice.” 

Mondaine acknowl-
edged that his new 
role is a change for 
him and the congre-
gation, but he said 
he’s received some 
heartwarming re-
sponse to sermons, 
and several new 
church members 
have joined. 

“It is very different, 

in many ways, but 
also similar in many 
ways,” he said. “For 
the most part it’s an 
all-white congrega-
tion, whereas I had 
more of a diverse 
congregation. But 
it’s a beautiful oppor-
tunity for growth in 
the kingdom.”

In addition to his 
time on the school 
board of the district 
from which he grad-
uated, Mondaine has 
also worked with 
the Jackson County 
Children’s Fund. 

“Just being in a 
community choir, be-
ing in a community 

has always been part 
of my life, and it will 
always be a part,” he 
said. 

First Christian’s 
official installation 
service for Mondaine 
will be 4 p.m. June 2, 
at the church at 125 
S. Pleasant St.
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From Page A1


